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is, That we ſhould take all proper. 'Occations 
to refreſh, our Minds with ſome 


of the Evi- 5 0 
dences of a Divine Being and Power in the 


World. It muſt be e that the 
firſt Intention of this Pſalm would lead one to 


ſpeak of God, in oppoſition to the Idols of the 


Heathen; but to enter on ſuch a. Diſcouſe is 
not ſo ſeaſonable at this Time, as it is to fpeak 
of God in oppoſition to chaſes diſtruſtful and 
languid Apprehenfions of e which Oy have | 
in this Age. | : 
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the immediate Object of any of our Senſes, can 
be properly known only by Reaſoning; but the 
Reaſoning in this caſe is ſo natural, that it ſeems - 
to be rather the firſt Conception of our Minds, 
than any nice Operation of the Under ſtand⸗ 
ing, which is apt to run out into too much 
ſabtilty of Thought, and is liable to ſome 
f ingularity., of Fancy, or to ſome tinctures of © 
bodily, Temper; whereas the Reaſoung here 
is Public and Univerſal, like the Light of 
the Sun in its firſt Effuſion, before it is co- 
lour'd with various Appearances from the ©b- - 
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in the - Night It ip eaks to us by 


our e e „ in their Vicif Tae 
and Succeſſion : One Day publiſheth the Glory 
& God, and then delivers its zee Mel- 
| age © to > mother, Be. + Lt . 


if the 7 zelle Creation: "ha 5 5 i 


born a 4 that our Minds. cannot trace 


all the Perfection of That, hat muſt 


that Mind be that made and order 'd all thoſe 


Wonderful Things? What Power muſt that 


be, from which wy Created Powers are de- 
3 rivd? ? What Force and Conſternation is there 
in Thundrings and Lightnings, and Tempeſts, 
and in ſuch like Elements an | 
ty thy who can conceive oy Wee ee 


4 Meteors? But 
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and Regular Motion of that Luminous! B 
is as Natural as it is to behold "IE. 
its 1 abt and Heat: This Sun no 
us in its Daily Court, but in 
Circuit gives a kind of Reſurred 
Vegetable World, and brings Healing in 
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5 t us ee 4 little v iat Sou is 
. that is within us: Tis not our Breath "tis 
not a hidden flame that runs in our Blood ; 
tis not a ſilver Stream of Animal Spirits that 
glides in our Nerves; theſe are all Bodily 
MMotionc, tho ſome may be finer than others. 
But what is properly the Su of Man? Tis 
plainly ſomething that Thinks, and that can 
reaſon upon all the Motions and Appearan- 
ces of Nature, and upon its own Conceptions i 
too: Therefore we conclude it to be a /- 
5 1Subſtance, becauſe its chief erte, 
and Effects argue it to be of ſuch a Nature, 
and we can naturally know it no otherwiſe 
than as it diſcovers it ſelf to us by its own 
Operations. But if our Souls be ſpiritual 
Sudbſtances, | tho? in a low degree; then what 
muſt God be, but ſpiritual in an infinite man- 
ner, who is all Mind, all Under ſranding | ? or ra- 
ther ſomething greater than Mind, greater 
than Underſtanding, but we have not Concep- 
tions nor Worm to reach it. 


{la our Contemplation is at any time 
. ener about great and admirable Objects, 
wie find our Souls rais'd and exalted by the 

Nobleneſs of their Employ ; and we feel an 

uncommon Satisfaction in ſuch a * Or-: 
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excellent End in view, and uſe proper Means 
for the attaining of it; we are 14 8 to be . E 
and Prudent, and to. Think. and Act as be. 
comes truly Rational Creatures; and there 
are ſeveral degrees of this Knowledge, and 
Wiſdom and Prudence, in Which one Man 
excells another, and the ſame Perſon in 
a courſe of DNF excels. his ſormer 
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Man united to a Corruptible Body, that e. | 


ſes down the Soul; and the Soul it ſelf, as 
to its Operations in this Life, be, as it were, 
blended with Imaginations and Paſſions, which 
are apt to abuſe. the Mind with falſe Ap- 


pearances, or to diſturb it by violent A; gita- 


tions; then. what Wiſdom: muſt there 4 in 
the fupreme Mind, that is free from all Bo- 


dy and Matter, or from every thing that ar- - 


gues either Weakneſs or . Diſorder, That ſits 


ſerene above all the Heavens, Contempla- - 


ting Himſelf and his own Works, and di- 
re all Things to the beſt. and, wiſeſt 
Ends! 3 | „ 
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Such eee, kind Waſhes and Deſires, of. 
"doing... 
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Ef all the Good we can to our Fellow: 
| Creatures ; 3 and theſe. Diſpoſitions are ſo 
ſuitable to our Nature, (unleſs we have 
greatly Corru pted it) that we feel it to be a 

art of our own. E to make others 

Fe Now theſe ſweet Affections which 
make up the true Lovelineſs of Humane Na- 
ture, may eaſily convince us, that in God, 
a who made us, and who diffug'd this ſoft and | 
precious Balſome of Goodneſs throughout our 
Souls, there muſt be ſuch an Ocean, ſuch an 
Immenſity of Goodneſs, that if one may be 
allowed ſo to ſpeak, | could hardly be ept 
from overflowing into a Creatin; and ac- 
Fee we find how God delights to Com- 
municate Himſelf to almoſt an Infin nity of Rea- 

ſonable Creatures, that He may have My- 
riads about Him to receive and reflect ſome 
f of his own Image, and to ſet forth * 
an by: their own | Happineſs and . 


Thus. be 1 e ont to revive ſome of | 
the Evidences of a Divine Being; which by 
no means ſhould be omitted u pon ſuch 2 
public Bleſſing as we have el” Treceiv'd, 


Ws wherein the great God of Heaven and Earth 


has ſo fignally exerted his Power: -and d Provi- 
dence i in our behalf, and 1 am ſure | that it 


Bu nd concerns — one who ſtands in bis 
| "mw 


Place i W his beſt py las 350 a1 prevail- "= 
ing Senſe of Religion may be mingled with all. 
your exulting Thoughts and Joys ; and that, 
when your Hearts are moſt enlarged, they. may 
be more filbd with cb. yo Reſolutions of 92 
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Nothing is more contrary to the Nature 

of God than Offenſive, Ambitious or Revenge- 
ful War; but when Mens Paſſions have 
rais d it, tis then one of the Iuſtruments, that 
God makes uſe of, to chaſtiſe and govern the 
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Par, conſider'd in it ſelf, is one of the 


moſt dreadful Calamities under which Man- 


Kind ſuffers ;. becauſe the Fury and Rage of 
Men have ſo great a ſhare in the Manage- 
ment of it; and therefore King David thought 


terrible then Famine or Peſtilence, in which 
Judgments God executes his Wrath more im- 
meqdiatiy by Himſelf; or, if He employs his 

deſtroying Angels, even they are more mer. 
' ciful than enraged Men are to thoſe of their own 
Kind. HumanePaſſons, generally ſpeaking, are 
the dire& Cauſe of War, which God ſuffers but 
does not excite ; for his Juftice and Wiſdom 
may permit what his Holineſs cannot authorize; 

and thoſe Violences of Men which He cannot 
approve, Hecan eafly over. ue to his own wiſe 
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War ee to the Civil Rights of Em. 
pre, which Chriſtianity does not diretly 
meddle with; the / belt Chriſtian. Kingdom 
may be forced into a Deſenſive War, and 
the Juſtice of ſuch Undertakings muſt be mea- 
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